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Paris, September 2016

Dear Speakers, Chairpersons, and Participants of the 55th Annual Meeting
of the European Society for Paediatric Endocrinology

Dear Board, Scientific Committee and Members of ESPE and SFEDP

Dear Directors of Paediatric DSD Clinics in France

Dear Directors of Universities training DSD Doctors in France

In 2016, France has been reprimanded 3 times by the UN for allowing non-consensual,
medically unnecessary, irreversible, cosmetic genital surgeries, sterilising procedures and
imposition of hormones on children with variations of sex anatomy to continue with impun-
ity, with the

 UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC)1

 UN Committee against Torture (CAT)2

 UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)3

unmistakably condemning involuntary non-urgent procedures on intersex children in
France (and elsewhere) as 

 “harmful practice” like FGM: CRC art. 22(3), CEDAW art. 5(a)

 “inhuman treatment” falling under the prohibition of torture: CAT arts. 2, 12, 14, 16.

So far, in total 16 UN reprimands for involuntary non-urgent treatments on intersex children
have been issued to 11 State parties in

 Europe: Germany4, Switzerland5, Austria6, Denmark7, France8, Ireland9, UK10, Italy11

 Asia: Hong Kong12, Nepal13

 South America: Chile14

In addition to the above UN treaty bodies, also the UN Committee on the Rights of Per-
sons with Disabilities (CRPD) condemned involuntary non-urgent DSD treatments as a vi-
olation of the “integrity of the person” (CRPD art. 17); and the UN Human Rights Commit-
tee (HRCttee) is currently investigating them as torture and unlawful human experimenta-
tion (CCPR art. 7).

1 CRC/C/FRA/CO/5, paras 47-48
2 CAT/C/FRA/CO/7, paras 32–33
3 CEDAW/C/FRA/CO/7-8, paras 17e-f, 18e-f
4 CAT/C/DEU/CO/5, para 20; CRPD/C/DEU/CO/1, paras 37-38
5 CRC/C/CHE/CO/2-4, paras 42-43; CAT/C/CHE/CO/7, para 20
6 CAT/C/AUT/CO/6, paras 44-45
7 CAT/C/DNK/CO/6-7, paras 42-43
8 CRC/C/FRA/CO/5, paras 47-48; CAT/C/FRA/CO/7, paras 32–33; CEDAW/C/FRA/CO/7-8, paras 17e-f, 18e-f
9 CRC/C/IRL/CO/3-4, paras 39-40
10 CRC/C/GBR/CO/5, paras 45–46
11 CRPD/C/ITA/CO/1, paras 45-46
12 CAT/C/CHN-HKG/CO/5, paras 28-29
13 CRC/C/NPL/CO/3-5, paras 41-42
14 CRC/C/CHL/CO/4-5, paras 48-49; CRPD/C/CHL/CO/1, paras 41-42
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A 2016 verdict by the Nuremberg district court marks the first time that a DSD university
clinic has been sentenced to pay damages for non-consensual genital surgery, gonadec-
tomy and imposition of hormones to an intersex person.15 This and two more lawsuits
against DSD university clinics, individual clinicians including paediatric endocrinologists,
public bodies and civil servants in Munich16 and South Carolina (USA)17 are ongoing.
What’s more, the non-applicability of statutes of limitation in cases of DSD treatments con-
stituting harmful practices or inhuman treatment is enshrined in international law and has
been recognised by above UN treaty bodies.

As survivors of non-consensual childhood genital surgeries and other involuntary proced-
ures, as persons concerned grateful for having escaped such treatments, as partners,
family members and friends of persons concerned, and as allies, we acknowledge and
welcome that this years’s ESPE annual congress broadens the discussion by including an
ethicist's viewpoint and even touching upon human rights and the necessity to develop
and introduce non-surgical approaches.

We remain deeply concerned, however, that members of ESPE and SFEDP, as well as
French DSD Universities and Children’s Clinics still continue to advocate, justify, arrange
and perform involuntary non-urgent procedures on children and adolescents with vari-
ations of sex anatomy.

We therefore would like to reiterate our pleas to ESPE and its affiliates18, including
SFEDP and French Universities and Children’s Clinics,

 to kindly reconsider non-consensual cosmetic treatments of children and ad-

olescents with intersex variations (including hypospadias and CAH)

 to kindly reconsider the stigmatising nomenclature ‘Disorders of Sex Devel-

opment’

 to do so in consultation with intersex people and the organisations that rep-

resent them

 to acknowledge the harm and suffering inadvertently caused by non-consen-

sual treatments of children and adolescents with intersex variations (includ-
ing hypospadias and CAH)

 to initiate a process of coming to terms with the past as a necessary first step

towards reconciliation.

And we respectfully maintain it would be in the best interest of all parties if such a process
could be initiated before legislators will become involved eventually.

15 http://stop.genitalmutilation.org/post/Nuremberg-Hermaphrodite-Lawsuit-Damages-and-Compensation-for-Intersex-
Genital-Mutilations

16 ibd.
17 http://interactadvocates.org/category/m-c/
18 See Open Letter of Concern to '51st Annual Meeting of ESPE' Leipzig 2012, 

http://zwischengeschlecht.org/pages/Open-Letter-of-Concern-ESPE-2012-Leipzig ; Open Letter of Concern to '9th 
Joint Meeting' Milano 2013, http://zwischengeschlecht.org/public/Open_Letter_9th-Joint-Meeting_2013.pdf ; Open 
Letter of Concern to '53rd ESPE' Dublin 2014, http://zwischengeschlecht.org/pages/Open-Letter-of-Concern-to-
53rd-ESPE-2014-Irish-DSD-Universities-and-Childrens-Clinics 
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Thank you again for your consideration.

Kind regards

Daniela Truffer, Markus Bauer (corresponding authors)
Founding Members, international intersex human rights NGO StopIGM.org
c/o Zwischengeschlecht.org
P.O.Box 2122, CH-8031 Zurich, Switzerland
info_at_zwischengeschlecht.org

Régine Abadia, réalisatrice, Paris (Personal Capacity, Affiliation given for identification pur-
poses only)

Deborah Abate, Lausanne, Switzerland

Kitty Anderson, Chairperson of Intersex Iceland; Secretary of OII Europe, International 
Secretariat of Samtökin 78, Reykjavik, Iceland

Audrey Aegerter, la Neuveville, Suisse

Arnaud Alessandrin, Sociologue, Bordeaux, France

Dr Y. Gavriel Ansara, Ansara Psychotherapy, Sydney, Australia

Ruth Baldacchino, Astraea Lesbian Foundation for Justice, New York, USA; Co-Secretary 
General, ILGA - International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association, 
Geneva, Switzerland

Michela Balocchi, PhD, Marie Curie research fellow, Visiting Research Scholar at Amer-
ican University, Washington, DC, USA

Claudia Balsamo, Villorba, Treviso, Italy

Janik Bastien Charlebois, professeure de sociologie, Université du Québec à Montréal, 
Montréal, Canada

Bastian Baumann, Pink Cross, Bern, Switzerland

Hélène Beaucolin, Strasbourg, France

Sandrao Beinert, Member Intersexuelle Menschen e.V., Kasseedorf, Germany (Personal 
Capacity, Affiliation given for identification purposes only)

Leïla Belin, Lopérec, France

Théo Benoist, Valentine, France

Florence Benoit, Strasbourg, France

Aleksander Beryozkin, USA
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Oryanne, Bertaux, Nancy, France

Hrefna Björnsdóttir, Board member of Intersex Iceland

Kristín María Björnsdóttir, Secretary of Intersex Iceland, Reykjavik, Iceland

Marjorie Blanchet, Co-President association Lestime, Geneva, Switzerland

Therese Blöchlinger, Med. Prakt., Frauenambulatorium, Zurich, Switzerland 

Karin Blum, Atme e.V., Gaggenau, Germany (Personal Capacity, Affiliation given for identi-
fication purposes only)

Axel Blumenthal, federal executive board, LSVD e.V., Cologne, Germany

Jouke Boerma, board member OII Nederland, Leusden, Netherlands

Camille Boino, Lyon, France

Adriane Borger, Zurich, Switzerland

Tony Briffa, co-chair, Organisation Intersex International Australia

Kai* Brust, dgti, Darmstadt, Germany

Sophie Buchaillet, Rambouillet, France

Andrea Bullmer, StDin. i.R., Nuremberg, Germany

Mauro Cabral, Justicia Intersex, Argentinia

Fabien Carlat-Humbert, Clichy, France

Morgan Carpenter, co-chair, founder, Intersex Day Project intersexday.org; Organisation 
Intersex International Australia

Alison Cassidy, Cupertino, CA, USA

Charlie Suzi Chapler, USA

Agnès Chetaille, Rennes, France

Philippe Chételat, Switzerland

Caroline Chevalier, France

Nicole Chevalier Lagouarde, Plélan le Grand, France

Veronica Yates, director, CRIN Child Rights International Network, London, UK
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Hiker Chiu, founder, Organization Intersex International-Chinese

Milena Coccalotto, Torino, Italy

Gavan Hareth Coleman, Dublin, Ireland

Marik Comogeille, Toulouse, France

Muriel Confignal, Paris, France

Maximo S. Cortez, Co-Founder of The Houston Intersex Society; Mayor Sylvester Turner's
LGBT Advisory Board Member, Houston, Texas, USA

Sophie Dallière, Droit aux Corps, Paris, France

Georgiann Davis, Las Vegas, Nevada, USA

Cléo Deboeuf, adhérant.e à La Station-centre LGBTI-Strasbourg (Personal Capacity, Affili-
ation given for identification purposes only)

Martin della Valle, The Swiss Rainbowfamilies Association, Zurich Switzerland

Diana Demiel, Berliner Bündnis Stop Trans* Pathologisierung, Berlin, Germany

Tiffaney Derreumaux, Nancq, Guiscriff, France

Tiger Devore PhD, HEA (Hypospadias/Epispadias Association); GJNV (Gender Justice 
Nevada), Las Vegas, Nevada USA

Leah Diamond, Teltow, Germany

Guylène Dietrich, La Station - Centre LGBTI Strasbourg/Alsace, Strasbourg, France (Per-
sonal Capacity, Affiliation given for identification purposes only)

Véronique Dietrich, Strasbourg, France

Simon Doll, Berlin, Germany

Richard Duncker, Men Do Complain, London, UK

Chatty Ecoffey, co-president, Association 360, Geneva, Switzerland

Hayo Eilers-Jacobs, Norden, Germany

Rebekka Eisner, Bruxelles, Belgique

Richard Elliott, Executive Director, Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network, Toronto, Canada

Dr. Antke Engel, Institute for Queer Theory, Berlin, Germany
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Karine Espineira, Université Paris 8, Marseille, France

Stéphane Esquerre, Paris, France

Anya Feddersen-Wolff, Bretten/Karlsruhe, Germany

Catherine Ferry, Douarnenez, France

Odile Fillod, Paris, France

Célia Fine, syndicaliste, Aix-en-Provence, France

Bríet Finnsdóttir, Vice-chairperson of Intersex Iceland, Reykjavik, Iceland

Katja Fisch, Goetzingen, Luxembourg

Solenn Floc'h Guillot, Meslan, Brittany, France

Christèle Fraïssé, Psychologue social, France

Claudia Frenkel, Itzehoe, Germany

Marlin Frickenschmidt, Frauennetzwerk Städteregion Aachen, Germany (Personal Capa-
city, Affiliation given for identification purposes only)

Christine Fries, Würzburg, Germany

Alexandre Garbat, Paris, France

Diana Garcia, Phoenix, Arizona, USA

Carole Gaudru, Paris, France

Gayten-LGBT, Center for Promotion of LGBTIQ Human Rights, Belgrade, Serbia

Dan Christian Ghattas, Co-chair OII Europe, Berlin, Germany

Yann Goudard, CGLBT Rennes, France (Personal Capacity, Affiliation given for identifica-
tion purposes only)

Valérie Grand, Cluny, France

Holly Greenberry, Co Director IntersexUK, Exeter, England, UK

Dr. Anja Gregor, Institut für Soziologie der Friedrich-Schiller-Universität Jena, Germany 
(Personal Capacity, Affiliation given for identification purposes only)

Danielle Griffon Lucas, Saint Yvi, France
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Helga Grünsteudel, Meinheim, Germany

Yuri Guaiana, organisation Associazione radicale Certi Diritti, Rome, Italy

Vincent Guillot, Co-Founder OII, France

Kris Günther, Liers, Belgium

Joyce Hamilton, Co-Chair Executive Board ILGA-Europe, Amsterdam, Netherlands

Tim Hammond, Independent Researcher, CircumcisionHarm.org. Palm Springs, California,
USA

Helga Hansen, Braunschweig, Germany

Bonnie Hart, AIS Support Group Australia, Brisbane, Australia

Diana Hartmann, Hamburg, Germany

Dr. Jay Hayes-Light, UK Intersex Association (UKIA), Manchester, UK

Célia Hébrard, Physiobiologist, researcher and counselor in intersexuality 
for International Workshop of Intersexuality, Montferrier, France

Mirjam Herzig, Basel, Switzerland

Tino Hofmann, Berlin, Germany

Henry Hohmann, Transgender Network Switzerland, Zurich, Switzerland

Morgan Holmes, PhD, Professor of Sociology, Wilfrid Laurier University, Waterloo, ON, 
Canada

Franziska Katharina Hören, dgti e.V. - Deutsche Gesellschaft für Transidentität und Inter-
sexualität e.V., Hagen, Germany (Personal Capacity, Affiliation given for identification pur-
poses only)

Felix Huber, Hannover, Germany

Tobias Humer, VIMÖ - Verein Intergeschlechtliche Menschen Austria, Linz, Austria

Inge Intven, Chair NNID Foundation, Veldhoven, Netherlands

Dr. Katharina Jacke, Berlin, Germany

Stéphane Jacob, organisation festival ¿anormales?, La Plata, Argentine

Cécile Jacque, Douarnenez, France

Leslie Jaye, UK
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Anne-Katell Jaffrézic, Ligue des Droits de l'Homme, Quimper, France (Personal Capacity, 
Affiliation given for identification purposes only)

Yaël Jestin, Lyon, France

Natasha Jiménez Mata, Coordinadora General, Mulabi/Espacio Latinoamericano de Sexu-
alidades y Derecho, San José, Costa Rica

Saskia de Jong, Secretary NNID Foundation, Nijmegen, Netherlands

Samuel Jottreau, Donges, France

Julius Kaggwa, Executive Director, SIPD Uganda

Susanne Kahl-Passoth, Vorsitzende, Evangelische Frauen in Deutschland e.V., Germany

Arian Kajtezovic, Financial Coordinator, Trans Network Balkan

Claudia Kasper, Unterhaching, Germany

Michaela Katzer, Consultant Urologist, Halle, Germany

Carole Kerbiriou, Douarnenez, France

Jennie Kermode, Paisley, Scotland

Salomé Kraal Ivry, Les Soeurs de la Perpétuelle Indulgence, France

Cynthia Kraus, Lausanne, Switzerland

Ins A Kromminga, OII-Germany, Berlin, Germany (Personal Capacity, Affiliation given for 
identification purposes only)

Anne Kuil, Enschede, Netherlands

Anja Kumst, Member of Intersexuelle Menschen e.V., Hamburg, Germany (Personal Capa-
city, Affiliation given for identification purposes only)

LABES, Paris, France

Claire Laboureau, Lille, France

Yves Le Berre, Quimper, France

Le braz, Toulouse, France

Le Fouler, Adhérent à l'Association Ouest Trans, Bruz, France

Marie-Noëlle Le Naour, Ligue des Droits de l'Homme, Quimper, France (Personal Capa-
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city, Affiliation given for identification purposes only)

Naiel Lemoine, Photographer, Marseille, France

Odile Lenoir, Surgeres, France

Marie-Claire Le Page, LDH, Quimper, France

La Station, centre LGBTI, Strasbourg, France

Marco Linguri, Frankfurt am Main, Germany

Tobias Linnemann, Bildungswerkstatt Migration & Gesellschaft, Bremen, Germany (Per-
sonal Capacity, Affiliation given for identification purposes only)

James Loewen, Vancouver, Canada

Françoise Lucas-Griffon, Manageress of Facebook page Libres d'être, Saint Yvi, France 
(Personal Capacity, Affiliation given for identification purposes only)

Julia Mac Gowan, Lechaschau, Austria

Raphaël Magnan, Ouest Trans, Rennes, France

Sabrina Maiorano, PhD student in sexology at UQAM - Université du Québec à Montréal, 
Montreal, Canada

Carole Margerand, Nantes, France

Christophe Martet, journaliste Yagg.com, Paris, France

Nicolas Maubert, Co-président de Droit au Corps, Paris, France (Personal Capacity, Affili-
ation given for identification purposes only)

Aurelia Meier, Bern, Switzerland

Patricia Metzer, Deutsche Gesellschaft für Transidentität und Intersexualiät e.V., Bundes-
geschäftsstelle, Berlin, Germany

Morgane Mey, Rennes, France

Erik Meyer, Trans*beratung Nord e.V., Hamburg, Germany

Katrin Meyer, representative, augenauf Basel, Switzerland

Nicolas, Meyer, Strasbourg, France

Meyrat, Cadaujac, France

Aleksa Milanovic, Coordinator for Ethics and Internal Relations, Trans Network Balkan
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Marilyn Fayre Milos, RN, Genital Autonomy - America, San Anselmo, CA, USA

Mani Bruce Mitchell, Wellington, New Zealand Aotearoa

Debora Mittner, L-Punkt, Zurich, Switzerland

Benjamin Moron-Puech, GISS Groupement d'Information et de Soutien sur les Questions 
Sexuées et Séxuelles, Paris, France (Personal Capacity, Affiliation given for identification 
purposes only)

Thoralf Mosel, TransInterQueer e.V., Berlin, Germany

Yves Mottet, Geneva, Switzerland

Brigitte Mouchel, Douarnenez, France

Marie-Pierre Mouille, Arzano, France

Mischa Müller, Zurich, Switzerland

Fiona Neuhold, Member Intersexuelle Menschen e.V., Ludwigshafen, Germany (Personal 
Capacity, Affiliation given for identification purposes only)

Pol Naidenov, Board member Bilitis Resource Center, Bulgaria

Mx Michel(le) O'Brien, Independent author, analyst, researcher & artist, Hamilton, New 
Zealand

Alesandra Ogeta, Research and advocacy officer, Jinsiangu, Kenya

Alena Ondratschek, Berlin, Germany

Celeste Orr, Ottawa, University of Ottawa, Institute of Feminist and Gender Studies 
Ontario, Canada (Personal Capacity, Affiliation given for identification purposes only)

Plancon, Cosne sur Loire, France

Coline Pérez, Paris, France

Finnur Þorsteinsson, Treasurer of Intersex Iceland

Eric Premel, structure associative FRONTAL, Douarnenez, France

Zora Quast, Berlin, Germany

Parsu Ram Rai, Blue Diamond Society, Kathmandu, Nepal

Mx Anunnaki Ray Gender/Intersex Activist, Orange Park, Florida, USA
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Jana Saout, Trans*-Activist, Köthel, Germany
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Philippe Scandolera, co-president Association 360, Geneva, Switzerland

Roger Schmid, MA, Zurich, Switzerland

Dr Erik Schneider, Intersex & Transgender Luxembourg asbl, Luxembourg

Sabrina Schwanczar, Berlin, Germany

Hanna Secher, Lausanne, Switzerland

Amal Seghrouchni, Bordeaux, France

Joshua Sehoole, Regional Manager, Iranti-org, Johannesburg, South Africa

Brian Sheehan, Co-Chair Executive Board ILGA-Europe, Dublin, Ireland

Denis Simon, Rennes, France

Mary Sluys, Geneva, Switzerland

Prof. Dr. Tove Soiland, University of Ludwigshafen, Germany

Chris Somers xxy, M.Ed. by Research (UWA); B.Ed. (Melbourne); Former Honorary Guest 
Researcher and Fellow at the Combined Universities Centre for Rural Health (CUCRH) in 
Geraldton, Western Australia; Board Member of the Organisation Intersex International 
(HQ) & former Founding Vice President of OII Australian Affiliate

Liane Somogyi-Schäfer, Karlsruhe, Germany

Hayden Soto, Allentown, Pennsylvania, USA

Sylvia Spade, Warstein, Germany
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Julia Steenken, dgti, Oldenburg, Germany

A. Stern, Student*, Berlin, Germany

Armin Stocker, Lechaschau, Austria

Blaise Suva, Geneva, Switzerland

Anne Tamar-Mattis, Legal Director of interACT, USA

Saïd Tamcarit, Tetouan, Maroc

Salazar Thibaud, Nantes, France

Killian J Thomas, Ouest Trans, Rennes, France

Maud-Yeuse Thomas, l’Observatoire des transidentités ODT, Marseille, France

Stephanie Stine Toft, Intersex Danmark, Kolding, Denmark

Asmira Topal, Trans Aid, Zagreb, Croatia

Stella Topaz, Organisation Intersex International Australia, Tempe, Sydney, Australia (Per-
sonal Capacity, Affiliation given for identification purposes only)

Dra Torres, OII Brazil, Gendercare, Sao Paulo, Brazil

Dr. Jemma Tosh, Simon Fraser University, Vancouver, Canada (Personal Capacity, Affili-
ation given for identification purposes only)

Christelle Tourrès, student, Paris, France

Monica Tschanz, Ifigenia Apartments, Plakias, Greece
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